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TO R. B. SHERIDAN, EsQ. 


| “in by a Member of the British Parlia- 
Srr.—I am one af those who think that 


“ment (Loup ad INDIGNANT cry of 


the publishing of parliamentary debates is 
a violation of the spirit of the English go- 
vernment; but, as long as the pablication 
of these debates is tolerated, they appear 
to be a fair subject of comment, through the 
same channel that conveys them to the 
world; otherwise, matter calculated to do 
infinite injury, not only to the character of 
persons both in and out of the Legislature, 
put to the public weal, may, under the 
title of debates, be circulated, and if so cir- 
culated, must necessarily obtain belief.— 
Upon this principle it is, Sir, that I take 
the liberty to trouble you with a few re- 
marks on a publication, which appeared in 
the Morning Post of the 10th instant, pur- 
porting to be a speech delivered by you, 
n the preceding day, in the House of 
Commons, on a motion for an address to 
ils Majesty in consequence of his gracious 
message relative to preparations for war, 
Of this speech, or pretended speech, the 
passage to which I more particularly allude 
is this: — We that opposed the peace, 
“said the Right Honourable Gentleman 
. Mr. Windham), must be presumed to 
be the persons most reluctant to renew 
“the war, because our strongest motive 
~ and argument for condemning the peace 
, vas, that it left us no means of resenting 
_ uture gars or, on whatever provo- 
Hon, Of renewing future hostility. But 
1, be went further still, for he declared, 
Wen EVEN IF OUR EXISTENCE AS A 
o brace heute THE QUESTION, THE 
“uty 70 weer tHe “cones, This 
* pusillanimous dectri ' < 
Marner ctrine Mr. Sheridan re- 
¥ tes "al ie td of animated indigna- 
* all part of the Howe.) “AWhat, Sir, he taid, 
is this the lan .J— What, Sir, he said, 

ment asthe: guage to hold atsuch a mo- 
as the present ? I have heard, indeed, 


“ 


& 


“ : 
. — the First Consul of France has mo- | 


« of tly proclaimed to the vassal Thrones 
« urope, that England is no longer 


able to contend 
‘ r n | 
“Pp nee. , , sing e-handed with 


pect to hear 


* this sentiment re-echoed and acquiesced 








“ hear } hear !)—Mr. Sheridan, proceeded to 


‘‘ cay, that whatever were the motives of 


‘‘ that mew reluctance to war, which seemed 
“so suddenly to have seized the Right 
‘ Honourable Gentleman, his reluctance 
‘could not be more earnest and sincere 
“ than his own was.—He deprecated war 
“‘ from every feeling of his heart, and every 
‘“‘ suggestion of his reason. He adjured 
“Ministers to try to their extent, what 
‘temper, what conciliation, what even 
“ concession, without forfeiture of honour, 
* could do ;—but if all these sincerely at- 
** tempted should fail, and the dire neces- 
‘< sity of renewing the war should be forced 
“on us, fe would not endure for a moment to 


“‘ be told, that the energies of the country’ 


‘6 were so exhausted, that we had no course 
‘left but submission. No; he trusted, that 
“in spite of the audacious boast of the 
“First Consul, that it weuld be mani- 
*‘ fested to him, and even tg the Right Hon. 


‘‘ Gentleman, that there were still left 
“« spirit and resources in British hearts, not 


“merely to protect the existence of their 
“country, but to avenge the slightest insult 
66 won its honour.’—Now, Sir, I frst assert, 
that Mr. Windham uttered no such senti- 
ment as is here imputed to him. He did 


not say, that this country was, even in its’ 
present ruined and disheartened state, w-' 


able, singly, to contend against France; and, it 
follows of course, that your speech, as 
reported in this news-paper, is @ gross mis- 
representation of the sentiments’ of the Right 

on. Gentleman; which misrepresentation 
has been, I perceive, circulated through all 
the numerous channels of the press, and 
that, too, with uncommon pains and ma- 
lignity. 

But, Sir, upon the supposition that you 
did, on this occasion, speak the words 
ascribed to “you, it seems to me not im- 
proper for any ope to compare the arom 
which they convey, with opinions before 


delivered by relative to the same 
d 


subject. And here I beg leave to remind 


you of certain circamstances, in which I> 


myself have some little concern.— After the 
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conclusion of the preliminaries of peace, | 
and previous to the meeting of Parliament, 
‘ou did me the favour to call at the shop, | 
which I then kept, to enquire for a com- 
lete series of the letters which I had pu- 
lished on the peace. The series was not 
to be had, but I promised to send it when 
ye-printed. J] seized this opportunity to 
enforce, by some few remarks, the fearful 
truths which I had endeavoured to impress 
on the minds of the public, and to conjure 


you, by the love that you bore your coun- | 


try, to throw aside, in this her hour of 
distress, all party considerations, and to 
bend the whole force of your talents to- 
wards the prevention, while yet there was 
time, of the great and jmminent dangers, 
to which not only her commercial and _ polli- 
tical interests, but also her independence 
and her very existence, were exposed. 
When my letters were re-printed, with 
the addition of those addressed to Mr. 
Addington, I did myself the honour to send 
‘ou a copy, accompanied with a note, 
Parsind you toread them with attention, 
and expressing my hope that, whether I 
was right or wrong, you would be satisfied 
that I had, at any rate, some degree of 
reason, whereon to urge the soundness of 
my Opinions, and the sincerity of my alarm. 
1 was not, indeed, vain enough to ima- 
gine, that what I had said, or what I had 
written, would produce any very great 
effect on you; but, I must confess, that, 
after your memorable declaration, your fa- 
mous effusion of “ Enplish feeling,” as the 
news-paper people phrase it, at the time 
when the country was called upon teresist the 
Northern Confederacy; I must confess that, 
when I recollected your having, on that 
occasion, declared that the national fg 
ought to be narled to the mast, and that we should 
triumph, or sink in the attempt ; 1 must confess 
that, when J adverted to that noble instance 
of your deyotion to the honour of your 
country, I was astonished, utterly asto- 
nished and confounded, to hear your voice 
amongst those of the defenders oi the preli- 
minary treaty; to hear you say, that you 
Sulasied of treaty that you could mt de 
proud of; glad of a treaty * involving a d- 
“ ovadatien of the national dignity, which 
no truly English heart could {eel with in- 
“ difference*,” a species of joy very lit- 
tle compatible, I thought, with that nice 
sense of honons, that lofty spirit, which 
would have counselled the sinking of the 
nation, rather than yield the right of rum- 
maging the holgs of neutral vessels, a right 
which the present ministers have, in reality, 
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since surrendered, without extorting from you 
one single word of censure ! 

Having heard you express your jo ata 
measure, which you very explicitly and 
very justly described as * involving a de. 
‘6 pradation of the national dignity,” 1 was 
somewhat better prepared for your justif- 
cation of the definitive treaty. Yet, as 
that compact contained so many and such 
striking deviations from the basis of the 
preliminariés, as its new concessions were 
so great and so shockingly disgraceful, and 
as France had, in the interim, made such 
fearful strides of ambition, I was still in 
hope: that, when the treaty came to be cis- 
cussed, your “ English feeling” would finally 
break forth, But, I was again disap- 
pointed. You still were glad. You styled 
the treaty, ** a degrading treaty,” a “ ferilus 
“ and hollow truce* ;’’ and yet you concluded 
with a motion for an address to the King, 
expressing an opinion, that the “ state of 
‘‘ affairs rendered peace so mecessany, as to 
“ sustify the important and painful sacrifices 
‘““which his Majesty had been advised to 
“make for the attainment thereof ;+’— 
Thus, Sir, you declared most unequivo- 
cally, that a compact, which was degrading, 
perilous, and hollow, was, nevertheless, -- 
cessa1y.—From. what, then, I pray you, Si, 
did this imperious, this dire necessity arise? 
From the territorial. aggrandisement of 
France, from the yast increase of her mili- 
tary means and poweér? or did_it are 
from the decrease experienced by'us in these 
respects; or, from the falling off m ovr 
commerce, our credit, or our, pecuniary 
resources? If not from these. causes, it 
wili, 1 imagine, be impossible for you ‘0 
pretend, that from any other causes, the 
dreadful necessity, the necessity of a disgraceful 
feace, arose; and, not to trouble you with the 
detail of the question f, is there any one, hav- 
ing the Jeast pretention to common senses 
common observation, and common sincerity, 
who will deny, that all these causes are, 11 
their several. degrees, now more powerls 
than ever.in their operation against our abi- 
lity towage.war with France? How them 
Sir, will you reconcile to reason, to dutys 

. hic 
and, above all, to that consistency of wich 
you profess to be so tenacious? how w! 
you thus ‘reconcile your soy at a disgra 
feace, then, with your lotty,opimen ef 
ability now? You, who would,n® oe of 
the nation, rather than-yield-fhe Mem 
searching neutrals; you, who: WOeits™ » 
contest for that object, have masa 
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wo the mast, Could not have rejoiced at a treaty 
by which the honour of that very flag, an honour 
handed down to us amongst the most pre- 
cious and most sacred legacies of our fore- 
fathers, was basely surrendered ; you could 
not possibly have rejoiced at a peace like 
this, unless you believed your country to 
be totally unable to continue the war; and, 
if yon thought her unable to continue the 
war, “with all appliances and means to 
“boot,” on what ground do you think her 
able to renew it, when stripped of the far 
greater part of those means? 

Leaving you to answer these questions, 
Sir, I shall now proceed to make a few 
remarks on the remainder of the speech 
asctibed to you. You are made to say: 
1 deprecate war from every feeling of 
“my heart, and every suggestion of my 
“reason. Jadjure the minister to try, to 
“their extent, what temper, what conci- 
“liation, what even concession, without tor- 
“feiture of honour, can do.’”’ It does, 
then, strike you, Sir, that concession can still 
be made, * without forfeiture of honour?” 
And yet you will not endure to be told, 
“that the energies of the country are ex- 
“ hausted, and that there is no course left 
“but submission!” Mr. Windham did 
not say, or insinuate, that there was no 
other course left: he contradicted your 
construction of hig meaning, though the 
bews-papers did not insert his contradic- 
ion, But, supposing he had, with what 
degree of consistency could his assertion 
have been reprobated by him who had 
publicly declared his jy at a peace, “ in- 
“volving a degradation of the national dignity,” 
and who was willing to make further con- 
fcistors, Who was even now willing to add to 
that degradation, rather than go to war? Is 
. for such a man to rail against ‘* pusillani> 
_ mous doctrine?” Is it for such a man to 
impute pusillanimity to those who would 
have continued the war rather than have 
made the treaty of Amiens? The House, 
too, we are told, joined in a “ Jowd and in- 
this mack oP oie eed 2 Seema 
that the aa aoe but I cannot forget, 
“ lad ry of “oro 3 applause, the same 
wal x » hear!” was bestowed on 
3 vel you declared, that the peace 
“but what 20 man coal ee aied 
" being a peace involvi eo Set 

volving 





ation o' 
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“ir; ) which nh > truly Ens~ | 9 
iat bear could feel with palimerene, 
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“ manifested to him, and even te the Right 
« Hon. Gentleman, ‘that there were still 
“‘ Jeft spirit and resources in British hearts, 
‘6 not merely to protect the existence of 
*‘ the country, but to avenge the sLiGuT- 
“ est insult upom its honour.” 


‘“¢ Fine worde ! I wonder where you sfo/e ‘em !” 


Not, surely, from’ those who rejiced at a 

eace “involving a degradation of the na- 
*¢ tional dignity ;’? but, probably, from those 
who reprobated that disgraceful feeling, 
which was most happily done by Mr. 
Grenville, in his speech on the preliminary 
treaty*. These fine words were not stolen 
from Mr. Addington, who said, that “ ano- 
* ther campaign would have cost forty mil- 
“lions, and that even certain success would 
** not have been worth such a price ;’’ who 
also told the House, that “ the duty of ne. 
 gotiation begun when all hopes of conti- 
% mental aid, in checking the power of 
“ France, were at aa end+,”? and who has 
since explicitly declared, on several occa- 
sions, that England alone cannot maintain a 
contest against France. Nor did the voice 
of the people furnish these fine words; 
the deluded and debased people, who vo- 
luntarily became the cattle of Lauriston, 
and who insulted their Sovereign by draw- 
ing the, republican emissary in triumph 
under the very windows of the palace of 
St. James; the grovelling, the selfish, 
the swinish multitude, who, in answer to 
the warnings of those who foresaw the pre- 
sent dangers, insultingly grunted in their 
ears, * peace and a large loaf!’ Is it 
amongst these, Sir, that you expect to find 
those ‘ British hearts to avenge the slightest 
*¢ insult upon the honour of thecountry ?”’— 
Yes, Sir, these are fine words, but words, 
without corresponding actions, never, except 
the adversary be very contemptible, tend 
to any useful purpose. The Indians, who 
are great adepts in the hostile use of thevoice, 
always reserve their war-whoop till they 
are ready to rush upon the foe. Bluster is 
as far from spirit as hypocrisy is from 
piety. The barking cur seldom gives 
tmhore than a cowardly snap; whereas the 


silent, modest, brave and faithful race, 


which were ance the symbol of English- 
nen, and against which you and Mr, 
erforc i ve sworn eternal hatred, 
k without a menace, quit their 

ith their lives, and die without a 
They . wi it rete Sir 
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danger. They want no caressing, no Ccoax- 
ing, no flattering: they are not to be urged 
on by these low arts: the threat of their 
antagonist creates the combat, on which 
they enter with sober resolution, and from 
which they are not tobe driven by blows, 
by hunger, or by loss of limbs. Here, Sir, 
is a picture of real, and mock, “ English 


“ shpat; and most sincerely do I wish, 
f 


that this first of national qualities may be . 


found, al the present awful crisis, in the 
hearts of our countrymen. But, Sir, if it 
be not, if, contrary to my prayers, they 
should be found wanting in this their last 
means of protection against the ambition, 
the rapacity, and the tyranny of France, let 
not the evil be attributed to that handful 
of statesmen and of true patriots, who pro- 
tested against that “ degrading treaty” of 
which you were “ g/ad.” 

Having trespassed so long on your time, 
Sir, I will ventore a little further, in order 
to make an observation or two on the sub- 
ject of unanimity, which you are represented 
as strongly recommending in the close of 
your speech. Aud here, let meask, if you 
could possibly think your treatment of Mr. 
Windham's speech likely to contribute to- 
wards this most desirable object? There is 
a sort of dhanimity, which some men pro- 
duce by forcing all others to adopt their 
own opinions, and to acknowledge them- 
selves their inferiors; but, as I imagine, 
you could scarcely hope to effect this ob- 
ject with regard to those noblemen and 
gentlemen, who compose what is called the 
New Opposition, it appears to me, that your 
unanimity must mean, an union of all others, 
to the exclusion of that Opposition. This 
union may possibly take place, and it may 
last for a littie while. Nay, if the coun- 
try can be sayed by it, | wish it may last for 
ever; for I should be ashamed to think 
with men, who do not set the good of their 
country far above all other consider- 
ations. There are, too, some strong mo- 
tives to such an exclusion. Both the Par- 
Jiament and the people now clearly per- 
ceive the superior penetration, or the supe- 
rior virtue, of the New Opposition, whose 
apprehensions and whose predictions have 
gil been fulfilled; but, both the Parliament 
and the people recallect, that they rejected 


the counsel and derided the forebodings of 
Y ntlemen, whose eleyation to power 


as an almost unbearable re- 

















COBBETTS WEEKLY POLITICAL REGISTER. on 


their ease. When the hour of ‘distress. of 
dire necessity, arrives, the reins of power 
will fall into their hands, and not one mo- 
ment sooner ; and, that this hour may never 
arrive must be the wish of every man, who 
had the courage to meet and to bear the 
odium of opposing the peace of Amiens. 
The conduct of these noblemen and gentle- 
men has, during the whole of their opposi- 
tion, been such as every sensible and honest 
man must view with admiration. As, in 
their reprobation of the peace, they totally 
disregarded the popular clamour that was 
artfully and basely raised against them ; as 
they were undepressed by the defeat of 
their great and memorable exertions, » 
have they discovered no elevation at the 
accomplishment of all they foretold. They 
have betrayed no marks of triumph, have 
repaid the reproachful with no reproaches, 
the insolent with no insults. They have, 
from the signing of the preliminaries to 
the present day, made no attempt to em- 
barrass the ministers; and, if the pvb- 
lic affairs suffer from any fault of theirs, it 
will be from that of their forbearance, which 
has, in my opinion, been, in several instances, 
carried much too far. I donot call upon 
you, Sir, to acknowledge the contrast which 


| this conduct forms with that of the Old Op- 


position ; but, I do trust, that it is per- 
ceived, and acknowledged with gratitude, 
by all those who yet retain a due sense of 
right and wrong, and a due regard for the 
welfare and honour of the country.—! have 
the honour to be, &c. &c. 
Loudon, 15 March, 1803. 


ON LORD 48T. VINCENT AND THE NAVY. 


Sia,—What Lord St. Vincent’s conduct has 
been when commanding a fleet at sca, forms 9° 
part of my present enquiry; but his conduct +5 
First Lord oF the Admiralty, and the conduct of 
those naval commissioners Ye has en at — 
Board, 1 to inguire into. They were 58 
a short hab enst in “office when they begas to 
hiet at abuses cxistiag in the different naval depatt- 
ments ; the newspapers warmly took up the s0>- 
ject, apd though mostly differing from each other 
in all other points, they were unanimews in the 
praise (sorne in the most fulsome terms) of this 
untried Admi . ~~ All stated the existing abuses 
as enormous; But congratulated the public 0 
poe oe of their being speedily eradicated, 3 

m the honoyr, integrity, and ability, of the pre 
sent Board of Admiralty, every wise and just mc 
3 ri ot poral yrs 
beco r, the 

‘, ng these abyses becast 
their toaversation, and 

ith the subordinate t ards, 

terms and never 
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whole of the long war just terminated, our navy 
bad been disgraced and beaten in all parts of the 
world. That our ships had been sent out im a 
state unfit to keep the sea, and destitute of all de- 
scription of stores, &c. that on investigation these 
melancholy events were to be attributed to the 
misconduct and corruption of the civil depart- 
ment of the navy, and the total negligence of the 
cwo focmer Boards of Admiralty, who had suffer- 
ed such abuses to exist without taking the trouble 
to inquire into them. It was, thercfore, left for 
the abilities of the present Board to discover the 
orig of our disasters, and for their imtegrity to 
find the remedy. But what is the real and noto- 
rious fact? Is there a dissentient voice in the 
country, when I assert that our fleets have been 
victorions in every part of the world, and have 
been enabled to kecp the sea in all climes and in 
ali seasons, and why? From the excellent state 
in which they were sent out from our Dock Yards, 
and from the regular supplies of stores and provi- 
sions furnished them from hence in all the various 
parts of the globe in which they have been serv- 
ing. Does not the country know that we have 
bad nearly 700 ships of war, and nearly 140,000 
seamen! And can that system be radically bad 
which hasenabled us to make such exertions ? and 
is it possible there can have been great negligen- 
ces where such exertions have been made? What 
then, it May be questioned, is the object of the 
present Admiralty in acting as they do? Why, 
by affecting to root out abuses, to gain popula- 
rity, to reflect upon their predecessors in office, 
and to obtaig the sanction ef the public to great 
changes they are desirous of making in the civil 
departments, by which they may get rid of per- 
sons obnoxious to themselves, and bring forward 
their own friends and dependents. These changes 
the First Lard did not wish to propose of himself, 
Wt pe be too glaring, and possibly his 
vans te 3 om such plans must be submitted 
8! t have o jected, as his dislike of 
change and imfovation (except upon strong 
a is well known, The plan was, there- 
pats — ye me Nappa abuses had been 
with him, My nough to take the public voice 
PERG, apply to Parliament to appoint com- 
coy ners tO unguire ito all the departments of 
rae athe te divested not only to, examine 
© Fhe abuses, but also to propose any changes, to 
Sead an in any of the departments, even to the 
, pee of abolishing or creating offices, ‘These 
a ‘ssioners are seat into the department of 
> bags extent and maguitude in the coyatry, 
‘ch Bone of them have the smallest previous 
knowledge, for the two naval commissi 
have oo scapaiatanne oak mmissioners can 
ro with the civil branch of the 
“re Oy it would take a long time to give 
on the rl, pS aod ge mecessary to carry 
that can be possibl more than the bongesi time 
thei Possibly sup for the duration of 
* COMMission . 
to enable them .to. ‘stand 


ufficiently to make i 
cer apes, te ns sa 
a system establi 
srand, when, Duke of York, with the assistance 
bader which — hia 4 Phage wae ets a system 
Mapu) / > its 
auitade and celebrity, aad has been, and is, the 
eR wat. y | world. Th : : 
Se eat ds the 
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as he is to propose to the King and Council the 
instructions proper to be given to them. Thus 
circumstanced, appointed, and instructed, what 
report can be given by them, but such es is fa- 
vourable to the views of the First Lord? But to 
return to the codduct of the Admiralty. They 
appear to have catered into office with the idea, 
that there is no such thing in existence as an ho- 
nest man, and as their ignorance of the depart- 
ment over which they were appointed to preside, 
led them ro believe every man in tt had the means 
of defrauding TH@ public, they took if for granted 
he made advantage of it. Therefore the whole 
tenor of their alas, language, and correspon- 
dence to every board and individual under them 
was of the coarsest and strongest nature, and evi- 
dently calculated to shew their more than suspi- 
cions. At the same time it was understood, that 
all informations, anonymous or otherwise, from 
any source whatever, which could go to the ac- 
cusation of any officer or person in trust, would 
be received with avidity by the Admiralty ; this 
was of course taken advantage of by the lowest 
description of people, many of whom having been 
discharged from the different Dock Yards, hid 
consequently borne enmity to the persons they 
conceived to have been instrumental to their dis- 
charge. Their information was immediacly at- 
teaded to, and committees of the commissioners 
of the aavy sent down to inquire inyo the abuses 
stated. In most instances they appeared tu ‘have 
originated in malice, and to have little or ue 
foundation ; however, Lord St. Vincent was stil 
so desirous of encouraging this mode of intelli- 
gence, that he directed a paper to he put up ia 
Chatham Dock Yard, returning his thanks to au 
anonymous .cOrrespondent for his iaformetion. 
In some instances his lordship thought sufficient 
misconduct was brought home ro some of the 
officers in the Gifferent yards to enable him to or- 
der their discharge. Mr. Marshall, the master 
shipwright at Plymouth, was one of the frst vic- 
tims to these informations, The charges agaiast 
him did not, ia any instance, fmpcach his imte- 
grity, and weit only to attribute to him negli- 
gence, in particular points of which, his general 
conduct acquitted him. In his defence, hedeclared 
the weight of busiacss in his department in time 
of war, was such as made it totally impracticable 
for any man to attend ‘strictly to all’ the checks 
required by his office in his owa person ;. he was 
necessitated therefore? in some instances, and in 
those which were now beoughtagainst him, to de- 
pend on his clerks, who; it appeared, had been 
guilty of misconduct. It was conceived, that 
Lord St. Viaceat, who had, when in command of 
the western squadron borne the strangest testi- 


mony of approbation to Mr. Marshall's conduct, 
for Ris great exertions in supplying the ileet at 
Torbay, would on this occasion have attended to 
the representations made by some of Mr. Mar- 
shall’s superior officers, who stated he was a most 
able and active servant of the public, and that 
his conduct had, for many Years, been most 
worthy ; but, ao; Lord St, Vincent's answer was 
(and it deserves to be recorded) that ‘* general 

good conduct was nevet to be set a indi- 
* vidual misconduct.” Thus fell Mr. Mars How 
his place has been supplied has already ‘Beea no- 
ticed by you Mr. Cobbett i but may 
pagal ter ey 
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manner, brought from the situation of a ship- 
wright in a merchant's yard, and made assistant 
to Mr. Marshall, was appointed to succeed him, in 
preierence to seventeen persons, who, at that 
time held the office of assistants to the master 
shipwrights, all of whom had been regularly edu- 
cated and promoted in the K.ng’s Dock-Yards, 
and from which body it had been the invariable 
custom to select any new master shipwright to be 
appointed. The conduct of the First Lord on 
this appointment is worthy of notice; he called 
(as 1 have been informed) upon the Commission~ 
ers of the Navy, as the persons best acquainted 
with the characters and conduct of the Dock- 
Yard officers, to make a return of the names of 
those persons ay considered best qualitied to 
supply Mr. Marshall’s place. These gentlemen 
returned him lists of names selected from the se- 
Venteen assistants above-mentioned. Mr, 
Tucker's name did not appear in any of them, 
as his character, both as an artificer and a man, 
was wholly anknown to them. It may be pre- 
sumed his lordship doped the Commissioners of 
the Navy would have inserted Mr. T.’s name in 
their lists, which would have justified him in se- 
lecting him, but his Acpes were not answered. He 
was therefore obliged to appoint Mr. Tucker, in 
defiance of the recommendations he had himself 
desired. If I have been misinformed upon this 
subject, which I trust I have not, refutation can 
he easily given, but I believe | am not materialty 
wrong. Mr. T.’s ignorance of his business, you Mr. 
Cobbett have already given an example of, in his 
conduct respecting the ship Mars, In his con- 
duct respecting a quantity of timber he found in 
the Dock-Yerd at Plymouth, which he proposed 
to the Navy-Board to have applied to inferior 
porposes, being, as he stated, wholly unfit for 
those it was laid in for; he attempted to fix a 
most heavy charge against his predecessor, Mr- 


Marshall, but the Board would not comply with | 


the op mepe without ordering a strict survey 
of the timber to be held by certain officers (of 
whom Mr. Tucker was ont); the result has been 
that ra&s of four-fifths of that timber is re- 
ported fit for the uses for which Mr. Marshall re- 
ceived it! 1 have thought it right to go through 
the whole of one transattion, that you may form 
some idea of the conduct of the present Admi- 
ralty, and I can assure you, this is the character 
of every change they have made. The rigid se- 
verity with which every individual is persecuted 
on the slightest suspicion of blame, is such, that 
the whole of the Dock-Yards are panic-struck 
and paralysed: all those officers who have any 
means of subsistence independent of their sirua- 
tion, are retiring, preferring the smallest pittance 
to the being daily subject to this system of ter- 
ror; amongst those that remain, all confidence js 
destroyed. No officer will venture to execute any 
order that is not defined ia the clearest manner ; 
instead of that zeal hitherto shewn for forwaid- 
ing the public service, the object is now to do 
their duty in so exact amanner as shall save them 
Reieaqesiaiane 4 mor would any service, how- 
ever pressing, be now forwarded ill the most 
scrupulous attention had been paid to mi- 
form, that could preclude them from a future 

of imattention, The imconvenience aris- 


erie erie aes co 
éo.s0 no longer, while the pre rigid | 
af ‘receipt is continued. But should any 


H 


unfortunate circumstance arise which shall re- | 








ssteation, The incoaveni | 
ple of sank ant eecbpeds Sad The fespecatic 


quire this country to make any sudden etertion 

and to arm for its defence, then will it prove most 
fatal, and the full extent of the evil wil! be found 

alas! too late; and we shall have nothing left ns 
but to execrate the names of those persons, who 

by their arbitrary conduct, violence, and partiality 
have deprived the country of her greatest and 
most glorious defence *. 

Let us look back to the period when the late 
war broke out, and consider what the situation 
of the country was at that moment, and we shall 
see what may be done in bringing forward a flect, 
when there is a man at the head of the naval -de- 
partment who has only the welfare of his coun- 
try at heart, and whose wish is to protect and 
support those who are entrusted with the execu- 
tive part of the service placed under’ his charge. 
The Earl of Chatham was then at the head of the 
naval department, and had been so for three or 
four years before. At that period, none of the 
various innovations and changes had taken place, 
which have since been carried to such an extent 
as has nearly changed the whole constitution of 
the civil department of the navy, and it is much 
to be feared will end in its destruction. His 
lordship saw the wisdom of the old institutions, 
and though strongly and most peiseveringly so- 
licited and press¢d to sanction changes and inno- 
vations, steadily refused assent to them, and shew- 
ed, by the whole of his conduct, that he consi- 
dercd the establishments as he found them, per- 
fectly competent to carry on the service, pro- 
vided the different officers did their duty, and that 
they might have every encouragement to do so, 
he supported their consequence in their different 


| departments, and held out every encouragement, 
| by uniformly promoting the officers in the Dock- 


Yards, according to their character and length of 
service, without regard to interest or recommenda- 
tion, and é > instance bringing 1m any person to 
a situation in the Dock-Yards, to the detriment 
of those already established there, Thus situatc¢ 
was our naval establishment when the war broke 
out, and the consequencts were such as might be 
expected from so happy a state of things. The 
rapidity with which our fleet was equipped aud 
sent to s¢a was unprecedented, and could not pos- 
sibly have taken place, but for the zeal with 
which every officer, entrusted with any part of 
the service, exerted themselves. A very short 
enumeration of facts will prove this better thaa 
any laboured statement. On the 1st of Decem- 
ber 1792, the number of men acfvally borne, 10 
cluding marines, did not amount to 12,000 men, 
with 17 sail of the line, and 25 frigates in com 
mission; this was our situation, when the wat 
broke out. In so short a space of time as °™ 
month our forces wére increased to such a degre’ 
that we find on the rst of January 1793, '¢ 
number of our seamen and marines borne, to be 
18,000, without having recourse to press-warrantss 
which were not issued, till the month of Fe- 
bruary. At this period, we find 30 sail of the 
line and 51 frigates commissioned, the war 9% 
being then declared, and the preparations for 4* 
mament having on but one month. ne 
On tlie 1st of Jan. 1794, (thirteen months 4 > 
these preparations began,) we find our naval aan 
to consist of 96 sail ot the line, and 106 frigates#® 
commission, and nearly 77,000 seamen and 4 
Fines borne. On the rst of June in thesame °* 
our taste wal gy sail of he tine and 114 frist 
aside; abil of tha cioeaoet 












* Observe, this lener was written a ment <g* 





8c 











397] 
36 sail of the line, so effectually beat the French, 
that to this hour they have never met us in a fleet 
again. In fact our naval contest with France was 
that day decided and terminated. We might also 
look back to the exertions made by the naval de- 
partment under this noble Lord prior to this war 
breaking out, and any person that will revert to 
the time of the Russian and Spanish armaments, 
will find as much cause for admiration in the man- 
ner our flect was brought forward at those periods 
(and which most probably saved us trom a war 
with those countries), as in the time just now al- 
luded to. 

Had the officers in the different departments of 
the navy been satised with the mere performance 
of their duty, what would have become of us > For- 
tunately it was far otherwise, and the zeal that 
was shewn by every individual in theses vice was 
in proportion to their confidence in the adminis- 
tration under which they acted; they knew they 
should be protected, they also knew that if faults 
of omission happened through the press of bust- 
ness, an allowance would be made for it ; therefore, 
their first object was to forwaid the. service with 
as much attention to every check that was ne- 
cessary for their responsibility as possible, but at 
all events to forward the service. 

What a different prospect is now before us, 
should the circumstances of the times call upon 
ut for exertions in our naval department, may be 
collected from the picture I have given of the pre- 
sent state of our Dock Yards, and all the subor- 
dinate naval establishments ; of the truth of which, 
if auy person doubts, and will take the.trouble to 
make enquiry, he will have too soon, alas! those 
doubts removed. 

Fortunate would it have been fer this coun- 
try had the system of that noble Lord who 
directed our naval affairs at the commencement 
of the war been persevered in. His successor 
in office, certainly with the best intentions, bug 
with a wantof experience, listened too rea- 
dily to the partizans of innovation who imme 
diately auailed him, before it was possible for him 
to Lave formed an adequate idea of the nature 
and extent of that department over which he was 
placed, and unfortunately the changes he was in- 
ep: by those persons to make were not of a tri- 

lature, but went to a total alteration of the 
Constitution of the naval department, which he 
ae could have designed, and which, if they had 
pth ne fon reflection, his good sense 
bade tos tha ou ve readily perceived, | al- 
me irst instance, to the appointment of a 
om mA establishment under Gencral Ben- 
tainl : oad ne of some ingenuity, but cer- 
bahaees rene of no science, a man who 
les ithe part of his life in the military ser- 
sae eres of Russias why he guitted that 
ose) with a we ay certainly, not (I should syp- 
aul pr A pring to his present situation, as it is 
imagined, - ae My uine hopes could have 
Ricesh: rue, ad served his appren- 
iceship as a shipwright in f the King’ 
yards, before he oer one of the King’s 
Russia; bar he out to seek his fortune in 
ledge he had pre a hardly expect the know- 
hi ined in that time, wou!d qualif 
™ for the office of « 7 p< oe 
* wal works.” nspretor General of all na- 
him with al, an office which was created for 
Powers are with hie ; what the extent of his 
Mitt, Chemist peg, ee aiaate ottices of mecha 
’ i, builder &e. I ; 
sybian ae 
Certain, that ep theires . 4, oa f 
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seded all the legitimate powers exercised in the 
Dock Yards by the Navy Board, the Surveyors of 
the Navy, and all the Dock Yard offices on the 
subject of building, maintaining, and repairing all 
docks, slips, warehouses, and every description of 
civil architecture. "The plau of improvement which 
had some years before been formed by the 
ablest engineers, civil and military, that the coun- 
try produced, which had been sanctioned by the 
Privy Council, and was in regular yearly progress 
towards completion, was set aside, as it were by 
acclamation, and why? Not for the purpose of 
bringing forward another well digested plan, but 
to make a clear coast for this enterprizing, specus 
lating General, whose genius must not be cramp- 
ed, as any restriction might marr a plan expect 
ro be infinitely superior to what the united efforts 
of all our scientific men had been able to produce. 
Unfortunate is it for the country, when the heads 
of departments consider all chang: as improvement, 
it is, alas! too much the spirit of these times, 
To shew the innumerable bad effects which have 
been the consequence of this uanecessary and ill 
advised innovation, would far exceed the limits of 
a letter already much too long. Suffice it to say, 
that though the noble Lord’s intentions were good 
who’introduced ity and he intended to stop when 
he had accomplished what he thought desirable, not 
reflecting chat he had by breaking in so essentially 
upon old establishments, without any imperiqus 
necessity for sodoing,made a precedent, which those 
who succeeded him might carry to any extent they 
desired, and his successors have taken advantage of 
ix. What the whole of their plans are, has not yet 
been divulged, but from what they have done, and 
what they appear to be now doing, it is my de- 
cided opinion, that if the present Admiralty is 
not epeedily removed, the sun of the British Navy 
is set for ever.——-l am, Sir, AN ENGLISHMAN, 
Plymouth, 11 Feb, 1203. 


- BOB AND THE DOCTOR. 
A New Song to an Old Tune. 


I sing not of conquests by Britons obtain’d, 
The battles they fought, aud the honours they 
gain’d ; 
Their conquests by Jand, and their conquests by 
sCa, 
Though subjects for fame—are no subjects for me. 
Derry down, &c, 


I sing not of peace to our country restor’d ; 

For the dove brought no olive, though sheath’d 
was the sword : 

Yet Bos and ruz Docror, in positive tone, 

Ta Israel cry'd peace—when peace there was 
nonee 


Our Pacific hostility’s blessings I sip 

That anomalous, non-descript, adie thing; 

That truce full of terror, of doubt, gnd submis 

. sion 

That fraternal embrace, in a hostile position. 

Cornwallis, great service to render the state, 

To Amiens was sent with a service of plate: 

There a ps. and slept, aud the sul, so 
ivil Bt eae 

To amuse the good Lord, sent his punch and the 

: Devil. SY Eee 


There they gone his Lotdship with all sorts 

of fun, be alte ee , 
Taught some sew Christmas games to the peer 
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‘Lhos the winrer went off—and no business went 


on, 
For my Lord look'd in vain for Mynkheer and the 
Dona. 


But at length, the definitive treaty was clos’d, | 

New concessions demanced—new terms were im- 
'd, 

New insults were offer’'d—redress was deny'd, 

And the state reciprocity—all on one side. 


‘You've heard that that “ safe politician,” the 
Devil, 

Prefers darkness to light, "cause “ his actions are 
evil.” 

But Bos and the Doctor, those politic wights, 

Though dark lanthorns themselves, made us put 
up our lights. 


Pharsalia was fatal to freedom and Rome, 

Pultowa to Charles prov'd the seal of his doom ; 

Littl York * robb’d Great Britain of part of her 
stare 

But the treaty of Amiens decided her fate. 


In vain o'er the waves did her thunder-bolts 
roll, 

Ber glory in vain reach’d from Ind to the Pole. 

Those tones of “ bold thunder” were chang’d to 
submissions, 

And her heroes disarm’d—by our “ safe poli- 
ticians,”” 


Honest Rorry, we know, in a grand gasconade, 
Talk'd of marching to Paris—by way of crusade ; 
“Then, reluctant, his march he was fain to fore- 


go, 
New he trembles—because Buonaparté cries— 
Bob! ° 


And the Doctor, alarm’d at this fre, faw, and fur, 

‘Though “ atl things to all men,” looks contound- 
edly glum ; 

For-he sees—whilst his hungry e/. tions are fed, 

The relations of peace and of amity fled, 


Now in safety they bid us no longer repose, 
And would rouse the: old lion again from his 
doze ; 





* Thetown-of Yoré in Virginia, which, to dis- 
tinguish‘ic from the other Yorks in Ametica, is 
calied Listie Yor!, was che place where Lory (now 
Marquis) Cornwattis, surrendered himself and 
his army prisoners of war, and, by that capitula- 
tion, severed, from Great Britain, thirteen flou- 
tishing colonies, and put the finishing stroke to 
the success of a revolution, which was the pre- 
cursor of the revolution of France, and which 
‘will, 1 greatly fear, finally produce the desrrac- 
tion of Britain herself. The negotiation ofthe 
treaty of Amicns could mot, most assuredly, ‘have 
been committed to a more worthy. of the 
aask, “ lam wrong,” said Mr. Pitt, in his de- 
fence of the preliminaries, “1am wrong in par- 
“ ticularizing India, as the theatre of the noble 


_* marquis’s exertions, for there is scarce a guart:r 


“* of the » in which this country has not de- 
* rived i services from the 
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They have pared down his nails, and dismantled 
his jaws, 
Yet they now bid him shew both his teeth and hi; 
claws. 
But should that old lion, grown tir’d of sub- 
mission, 


Be rove'd toa sense of his wretched condition, 

Both the Doctor and Bos would be hurl’d co thot 
station, 

From whenee they were rais'd—for the sins of the 
nation. 


Reading, March 13, 1803. CANpipws. 





NOTICES OF NEW BOOKs, from p. 268. 


3. A Journal of the Forces which sailed 
From the Downs, in April 1800, on a Secret 
Expedition under the Command of Licutenant- 
General Pigot, till their Arrival in Minorca; 
and continued through all the subsequent Trans- 
acitons of the Army under the Command of Sir 
Ralph Abercromby, in the Mediterranean and 
Egypt; and the latter Operations under the 
Command of Lord Hutchinson, to the Surrender 
of Alexandria. With a particular Account of 
Malta, during the Lime it was subject to the 
British Government. By Aincas Anderson, 
Lieutenant of the 40th Regiment. Illustrated 
by a Variety of Maps, Plans, Views, &c. &c. 
4to. pp. 532. Debrett.—After giving the 
title of this volume at length, little more 
remains for us to say, than that we have 
carefully examined its contents, and have 
risen from a perusal of it, with a conviction 
that it isan authentic narrative of the ope- 
rations it professesto relate. The account 
of Malta will be found particularly interest- 


.ing ; it is unquestionably the best descrip- 


tion of that island, its cities, towns, forti- 
fications, public buildings, harbours, ¢li- 
mate, language, physical circumstances, 
produce, trade, &c. &c. that has yet ap- 
peared in this country. We warmly te- 
commend a perusal of it to our readers at 
the present moment: after which, we are 
persuaded they will be of Mr. Dundass 
opinion—that “ the minister who should givt 
“ up Malta would deserve to forfeit bis beaa. 
The engravings are numerous and well ex: 
ecuted, 


eee 





FOREIGN COUNTRIES, 


Constantinople, Feb. 15.—The retinue of the 
French Ambassador, General Brune, who has 4‘ 
rived here, and had a conference with the sya 
Effendi, after which he had a formal audience © 
entry of the Grand Seignior, consists of sixty per 
sons, among whom are several, interpreters. 


the same squadron with this suite have ae 
arrived twelve persons, whom the goveroment 4 
sent as commercial. commissioners to the differs 
provinces of Turkey, and who have beco spent 
wledged by the Porte in that capacity, 
will imeaunasiy-<ce foe, cha.ctves a) pag ae 
r pe a a has gore 


an English frigate, in which he 


oi 


a a a a OO ae a ——— a 


mo tet «6 mee és 


ese ore me ee He et Oe Se Ur ehlCUe 


a t.. & 








ef 


wise 
has 
ent 
ady 


ard 


Londod. Though he has given official notice of 
the withdrawing of the English troops from Egypt, 
the Turks do not expect that this will take place 
for three or four months ; that is to say, nor till 
the Convention with the Beys has been carried iato 
effect. —When Lord Elgin sailed from this har- 
bour, which was inthe night, he fired a salute of 
seventeen guns, which occasioned a general alarm 
here, as cannon are never fired here in the night, 
except in the case of some great calamity or ia- 
surrection. The Reis Effendi had previously re- 
quested Lord Elgin to omit the ceremony of a sa- 
lute at his departure, and has now delivered to 
Mr. Stratton a note of complaint and remon- 
strance on the subject.—The Porte has this day 
appointed Haleb Effendi, a man of prepossessing 
manners, its ambassador to Paris. 

Genoa, Feb. 12.—Accounts from Rome, of the 
sth instant, say that an English courier from Lon- 
doa had passed through that city on his way to 
Naples. —We also learn from Bologna, of the date 
of che r3th, that a French commissary, preceded 
by a courier, liad passed in great haste through 
that city for Florence. ‘The latter accounts like- 
wise add, that a French half brigade from Modena 
had arrived at Bologma, and that, as it was said, se- 
veral corps of French troops in Italy were in mo- 
tion, and about to march for different ports on 
the Mediterranean.—Besides the Polish corps, 
troops from the Italian Republic are embarking 
at Genoa for St. Domingo. 

Paris, March $.—Gen. Brune, Ambassador of the 
French Republic to the Sublime Porte, arrived at 
Constantinople the 21st of January.—His squa- 
dron was composed of 6 ships, large and smail, 
one of which was a ship of the line. He has been 
received 7 the Capitan Pacha. ‘The Vizier and 
the Divan have sent him presents, and his recep- 
tion has been attended with the utmost solemni- 
hes. The news of his arrival has spread joy 
throughout the whole empire.—The Commissaries 
for Foreign Affairs in all the trading towns of the 
Levant, have obtained firmans, and have depart- 
cd for their destination on board the different 
émall vessels of the squadron.—All the commer- 
cial relations of the French have resumed in the 
trading towns of the Levant their ordinary course. 
They have reason to flatter themselves at the sup- 
port they have received from the Turks. On the 
“cinand of General Stuart, the Porte has granted 
to the Mamalukes that part of Upper Egypt com- 
ee of Sevan and Senne.—The Capitan Pacha 

any ¢xpects news of the evacuation of Alexan- 

Ma. Moniteur, 
pate 10.—Letters from Brest, of the 2d March, 
fe sett tans the expedition for the East-Indies was 
teeeg - few days: it is composed of the Ma- 
Poule. ta Rad pt the frigates Atalante, la Belle 
Port la Marie i le 3 2 d’Or, and the trans- 
consist of one b ieation ¢ meatien 4 ema 
Of the line af atta re of the 109th demi-brigade 
company of Jj one of the 18th light infantry, a 
Swedes y ight artillery, and a company of 
of two battalions or ee and the corps of officers 
ed tn tease oe Seapoys, who are to be form- 
Bs; - ee censolidés, March reth, €1 f. 25 c, 

£ - 60¢.—teth, 60 f, 30¢. 


sity DOMESTIC, 

“9 the 7th inst. W. Leeand W. oth 
f Shefliel ‘ and W. Roukesley, beth 
} aes foot — tried atthe York. Assizes, before 











for having feloniously. administered 
au oath to W. Simmet of egria’ 
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a conspiracy, formed for the purpose of disturbing 
the public mind. The first witness proved that 
Roukesiey solicited him to become a member of 
their society; he was told that those who would 
not go would be made to go; that if any fell. ia 
the contest, there was a provision made for their 
wives and families ; that they were to hght against 
any that came against them; that there were more 
than 1000 in Sheffield; that R. was what was 
called a conductor, that Lee was a chief; that the 
witness, his brother, and R. went to Lee's house, 
when an oath was administered to the witness aad 
his brother by Lee; that they were sworn to keep 
the secrets of the society; that R. told him the ob- 
ject was to overthrow Parliament, to make this a 
tree nation, and to rule themselves; that in Au- 
gust, R. gave orders to a man to make some pikes ; 
that he had heard R, say, that a letter had been in- 
tercepted at the. Post: Office from. London, which 
had led to a discovery ; that, therefore, it was ne- 
cessary to secrete the arms; that R. and another 
went to a wood near Sheffield, after having pre- 
viously put the arms in a chest, and buried the 
chest in the ground; that he afterwards went with 
the constable to the place where this box had been 
secreted, and that it was there found, kc. The 
above evidence was corroborated by several other 
witnesses. The box, containing the instruments, 
was produced; they were about three times the 
size of acarving knife blade, and edged on both 
sides like adagger. * 

The jury immediately found the prisoners gui/ly. 
The sentence of seven years trausportation was 
then passed upon them. 

(A correct report of this Trial will be given in the 
Supplement to Wel. 1.) 

A mutiny lately broke out on board his Ma- 
jesty’s ship the Excellent, at Barbadoes. By the 
active exertions of the Hon. Capt. Stopford, and 
his officers, with the prompt assistance of the 
royal marines, it was soon quelled, Four of the 
ringleaders were tried and executed; and the boat- 
swain was ttied and dismissed the service. 


PARLIAMENTARY MINUTES. 


Friday, March, 4.—Commons.—Sir W. Elliot pree 

sented a petition from the ship owners of New- 
castle.—The chairman of the committee for trying 
the merits of the petition on the contested clec- 
tion for Penryhn, reported that the sitting mem- 
ber was duly elected. —Mr. Calcraft moved “ that 
“ this house, anxiously desirous to give full effect 
** to the important recommendation contained ia 
“« his Majesty’s most gracious message of the 16th 
‘‘ of February, do appoint a select commitice to 
“ request and demand information concerning 
“«« those incumbrances that impede His Royal High- 
“ness the Prince of Wales from complying with 
** the object of his Majesty's message by resumia 
“ roreprare * that state, dignity, spiendout, 
“ rank, to which’ he is entitled.”’—~A debate of 
considerable length ensued. The speakers were 
Messrs. Calcraft, Erskine, Fuller, Cartwright, Bux- 
ton, Cur wen, Hilliard, Johnstone, Lascelles, Geary, 
Dent, Burdon, Tierney, Addington, Fox, Grosve-~ 
nor, Lord Stanicy, Mr. Canning, Mr. Golding, 
Mr. Sheridan, Lord Hawkesbury, Sir J. Wrottesley, 
Mr. W. Smith, aod Lord Castlcreagh.—A division 
took place: for the motionor39.—-Agaiost it 184. 
—Majority ‘against the motion 45.—The Debate, 
together with a correct list of the.minwity, will be pre 
verved in bur Supplement te Vil. 3. 

Méndiy, March 7—Lonps—The Irish appeal 
cause of Lidyd v. Grady was argued at coneider- 
abledength Irish Revenue Officers’ Bill, aud Bub 
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for preventing vexatious arrests read a second 
time. 

Commons —Scotch Cotton Manufacturers’ Bill. 
and Bill for preventing forgerics on the Bank of 
Ireland, read a first time.—Irish Law Court Assi- 
wmilation Bill, and Irish Revenue Perpetuation Bill 
sead a Second time.—Mr, Fox brought up the Re- 
port from the Committee appointed to try the me- 
rits of the Petition, complaining of an undue Elec- 
tion for Stanraer, &c. in Scotland, The Report 
stated, that J.S. Gordon, Esq. was duly elected, and 
R.S. Agnew not duly elected; buc that the peti- 
tion was not frivolous or vexatious.—Irish Stamp 
Duty, Hat Duty, Game Certificates, Postage, and 
City of Dublin Watch Bills, were read a second 
time.—Prince of Wales’ Annuity Bill read a third 
time and passed.—Marine Mutiny Bill read a first 
time. 

Tuesday, March 8:},—Lorvs.—Lord Hobart pre- 
sented a message from the King, for which see 
Commons.—Prince of Wales’ Annuity Bill read a 
first time. 

Commons.—Mr. Dan. Houston presented a pe- 
tition from certain master-manufacturers in Scot- 
land against the Scotch Cotton Manufacturers’ Bill. 
-—-Mr.Owen, from the India House, presented at the 
Bar an account of the nett produce of the Revenue 
of India, &.—Lord W. Russel brought in a Bill for 
paving, widening, extending &c. certain streets in 
Southwark and Surrey.—Read a first time.—Sir 
R. Milbank brought up a report of the Committee 
appointed to try the merits of a petition, com- 
plaining of an undue election for Bridgewater. It 
stated, that the Committee had declared that G. 
Pocock, Esq. and Jeffery Allen, Esq. the sitting 
members, were duly elected; but that the petition 
was not frivolous or vexatious.—Mr. H. Browne 

tted from the Nottingham Election Com- 
mittee, that Frederic Shuttleworth had been guilty 
of prevarication and contradiction in giving his 
evidence before that Committee.—Ordered into 
custody of Serjeant at Arms.—Mr. Addington 
brought down the following 
: MESSAGE FROM MIS MajESTY. 

** George R.—His Majesty thinks it necessary 
* to acquaint the House of Commons, that as 
** very considerable military preparations are car- 
* rying on in the ports of France and Holland, he 
“ has judged it expedient to adopt additional 
“ measures of precaution for the security of his 
“ dominions, ‘Though the preparations to which 
* his Majesty refers are avowedly directed to. co- 
“ lonial service, yet as discussions of great im- 
** portance are now subsisting between his Ma- 
** jesty andthe French government, the result of 
** which must at present be uncertain, his Majesty 

is mduced to make this communication to his 
* faithful Commons, in the full persuasion, that 


whilst they partake of his Majesty’s earnest and 


“ unvarying solicitude for the continuance of 
“ peace, he may rely with perfect confidence on 


_ “ their public spirit and liberality, to enable his 


“ Najesty to adopt such measures as circum- 
stamees may appear to require, for supporti 
the honour of eek. Sal the eeaten ~ 

* terests of his people.” 
Pa ty moved, that his Majcsty’s Mes- 


sage em into consideration to-mortow. Or- 
dered nth Masang end Cutting Bill read a se- 


Welnetday, Marck 9.—Lonvs.—Counsel were 


heard on. the Irish a Llo . Grady.—On 
the order of the day, for whine iene deen 
foie to move dh Adios vo his Fate the 


— 





—— 
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occasion, which, after a short debate, was voted 
nem. con. The speakers were Lords Hobart, Speu- 
cer, Grenville, Moira, Westmoreland, and Auck. 
land. 

Commons.—Mr. Erskine informed the House, 
that he had authority from his Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales, to request the noble Lord 
Porchester, not to pursue the notice he had given, 
with respect to an additional grant to the Prince 
of Wales; in consequence of which Lord P, con- 
sented to withdraw his motion for the present, 
On the order of the day for taking into considera. 
tion his Majesty’» Message being read, Mr. Ad- 
dington rose to move the Address. A debate en- 
sued, in which the speakers were, Mr. Addington, 
Mr. Fox, Lord Hawkesbury, Mr. Windham, Mr, 
Sheridan, Mr Canning, Mr. T. Grenville, the At- 
torney-General. (This debaic, sogether with that of 
the Lords, will be preserved in our Supplement.) The 
question was put and carried mem. con.—Mr. Ad. 
dington gave notice, that on Friday next, he 
should move for an increase of 10,000 seamen and 
marines. 


From the London Gazette.—St. James's, March 10, 
1803.—This day M. de. Lima, Envoy Extraordi- 
nary and Minister Plenipotentiary from his Royal 
Highness the Prince Regent of Portugal, had an 
audience of leave of her Majesty; and the Che- 
valier de Souza Couttinho, his successor in the 
same character, had his first private audience of 
his Majesty. 

Banxkauprs. — Richardson, J. Pocklington, 
sheep-jobber.——Macaulay, J. Liverpool, merchant. 
—Sales, J. Liverpool, broker —Ayres, R. Liver. 
pool, dealer in earthen-ware.—Goring, J. and B. 
Joknstone, St. Mary Axe, merchants.—White, T. 
the younger, Strood, coal-merchant.—-Spalding. H. 
Melheld, grocer. —- Martin, G. Suffolk-street, 
watchmaker.—Harriv, T. Waltham, Holy Cross, 
pin-maker.—Edwasds, S, Maachester, corton- 
spinner.-—Harker, D. Winchcomb, soap: boiler.~ 
Morphew, W. Rotherfeld, dealer in corn.—Bar- 
ker, J. Cumberland, wood-mooger.—Hunt, T. 
Leather-lane, hardwareman.—Simpson, W. Cle- 
ments-lane, merchant.—Nicoll, J. G. Hackncy- 
road, bricklayer.—Ballanger, T. Tiverton, inne 
holder.—Shepard, J. Bristol, hosier.—Bourne, H. 
St. James’s-strect, silk mercer. 


DOMESTIC OFFICIAL PAPERS. 


A Proclamation, for encouraging Seamen and Landmen 
to enter themselves on Board his Mayesty's Ship? of 
War. 

G. R.—Whereas, it is Our Royal intention 
ive all due encouragement to all such seamen aud 

Kodtien who shail voluntarily enter themselves 19 

our service: we have thought fit, by and with ihe 

advice of our Privy Council, to publish this ouf 

Royal Proclamation: and we do. hereby promise 

and declare, that all such able seamen act ag ‘ 

the age of sc, mor under the age of 20 years, t 

for our service, who shall, on or before the 30% 

of April next, voluntarily enter themselves to serve 

in our Royal Navy, either with the et ae of 

Lieutenants of our ships, or officers employe¢ 3 

tenders or at rendezvous on shore, for raising mee 

for the service of our Navy, shall receive, 4° sal 
royal bounty, the sum of £3 cach man; a0 hall 
such ordi fit for our service, who s - 
so enter themselves as aforesaid, shall receive ¢ 
sum of £2 tach man; and all such able-bodied 
la ‘not above the age of 35, nor under | 
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paid them Sy the respective clerks of the check 
residing at the ports or places where the ships into 
which they shall be entered, shat! be, immediately 
after the third muster of such seamen and land- 
men:—And we do declare, that the qualifications 
of the seamén and fandmen s0 entering themselves 
as aforesaid, shall be certified by the Captain, 
Master, aad Boatswain of the ship or vessel where 
they shall enter. And for preventing any abuses 
by any persons leaving the vessels to which they 
shall belong, aad eniering themselves on board 
any other our ships or vessels, im order to obtain 
the said bounty money; we do hereby declare and 
command, that sech seamen and landmen belong- 
ingto any of our ships or vessels as shall absent 
themselves from any of the said ships or vessels to 
which they shall belong, and shall enter them- 
selves on board any other-of out said ships or ves- 
sels, in order to ebtain the said bouniy, shall not 
only lose the wages due to them in the ships’or 
vessels they shall leave, but also be severely 
punished according to their demerits.—Given at 
our Court, at the Queen’s House, the 7th day of 

March, $03, and in the 43d yearof our reign-— 

God save the King, 

4 Proclamation, for recalizng and prohibiting Seamen 
from serving Foreign Princes and States; and for 
granting » ewards for discoverinz such Seamen as shall 
conceal themselves, 

G. k.—Whereas we are informed, that great 
numbers of mariners, and seafaring men, our na- 
tural-born subjects, are in the service of divers 
Foreign Princes and States, to the prejudice of our 
kingdom ; we have thought it neces-ary, by ard 
with the advice of our Privy Council, to publish 
this our reyal proclamation ; and do hereby strict- 
y charge and command all masters of ships, pi- 

ots, mariners, seamen, shipwrights, and other 
seafaring men whatsoever and wheresoever (being 
ith sa ae subjects), who are in the pay or 
pes a any foreign Prince or Stare, or do serve 
pe y Sorcign ship or vessel, that forthwith they, 
meh oy, fi them, do (according to their 
dant dena ae duty add allegiance) with- 
vtignambiel coos epart from,—and quit such fo- 
eunmiriens tn and return home to their native 

uatries: and further, we do hereby strictly pro- 
hibit and forbid all masters of shi et og 
riners, seamen, shipwri ht OR ty ee 
mete Cliteeds ’ a rights, and other seafaring 
hots hentai rd ee ae oa natural-born subjects), 
pee every ole ange om arge “~ ge them, 
enver themeclves th mages nceforth to forbear to 
foreign Prince or & pay or service of any 

thip Ge Wesait oh wer Or to serve in any forei a 

cence first b atsoever, without our special li- 

ad and obtained in that behalf; to all 


j ; rary shail not val 

against f just displeasure, but be \procee va) 
Most nen teir_ Contempt according to the ut- 
seas ume the law: ahd we dot or 
Mariners tif any such masters of ships, pilots, 
eee (being cut, cabiee ‘ : Ke _ ee oes 

. . yam .s 1a ta . 
others, t the Turks, Algerines, 10, MAY 


pee of twenty shillings for every 
Our shipe wan seaman fit to serve on 
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men shall be taken for our said service by any of 
our sea officers employed for raising men, on of 
before the 30th of day April next; the said rewards, 
to be paid for any seaman or scamen so discovered 
and takea in or about London, by the principal 
officers and commissioners of our mavy; and at 
the out-ports by the naval officers, (where there 
are any), aod (where there are no naval officers), 
by the collectors of our customs, immediately upon 
a cenificate being produced to the said principal 
officers and comnamssioners of our avy, naval 
officers, or collectors respectively, by the person 
who may moke discovery of sny scamaa or s¢a- 
men as aforesaid, certifying his name, and the 
name or names, and number of seamen procured 
in consequence of his discovery; the said certif- 
cate to be given by such officer as may take such 
seaman or seamen for our serviee.—Given at our 
Court at the Queen's House, the 7th day of March, 
1803, aad ia the g3d year of our reiga.—God save 
the King. 





SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


FinaNCeE AND THE FUNDS.—In our lest, 
p. 343, we alluded to the financial display 
of Lord Auckland, and expressed our dis- 
trust of the éfficacy of that species of force, 
on which his Lordship seemed . to place his 
whole reliance. In our opinion, no error is 
so dangerous, as this, which has, during the 
last twenty years, been gradually possessing 
itself of the minds of the nation, and which, 
at last, led tothe treaty of Amiens. Every 
one could see that that ignominious compact 
involved, as Mr. Sheridan truly observed, 
“<a degradation of the national dignity,” but 
yet most people, like Mr. Sheridan, were 
« glad of” it, because they thought that if 
would contribute to swell the size of that 
“ pyramid of gold,” which they vainly 
imagined would, at all times, and under alf 
circumstances, be a sufficient protection. In 
order, therefore, to destroy this deadly error, 
we have frequent!y endeavoured to show the 
fallacy of those statements, by which it was 
kept alive and propagated through the 
country; and, we feel ourselves much 
obliged to Lord Auckland, who (though 
without intending perhaps), has enabled us 
to set the state of the revenne in its trae 
light, by the accounts he has procured to be 
laid before the House of Lords. ‘These ac- 
counts, which were, it would appear, in- 
tended to vindicate the credit of the nation 
against the.assertions of the French ¢alcu- 
lators, have, in the opinion of every sensible 
observer, atiswered ‘no’ other purpose that 
that. of. completely exposing the mistate- 
ments and fallacies, and, of course, the ig- 
norauce or the duplicity, of the budget 
speech, by which Mr. Addington hoped to 
recopeile the public to his shadowy and 
evanescent peace, 8 hope, fa which the creda- 
tet-sockibiden know, to their sorrow, 


was not entirely disappointed —Lord 
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land's papers contain an account of the ac- 
tual receipts of the year, up to the 5th of Ja- 
nuary last, together with estimates of what 
ought to be the produce of the taxes laid 
last year, and only received for the two last 
quarters, ‘The result is as follows : 


Nett permanent revenue including corn 





Cas o's in bn cman wn ah ope £238,246,677 
Land Tax unredeemed .........¢++ 1,380,272 
Annual Malt Tax.......ecececereee 624,350 
Estimate of further produce Taxes, 

SPGS ajc ote ate sen mwe wal ae bake oe a6 2,827,783 
Protit on the Lottery, 1802 ......... 373,000 

332449,085 


Deduct $27,783, because Lord A.can- 
not fairly calculate the produce of 
the ‘l'axes of 1803 at more than 
4,000,000, seeing that, in the half 
year to January last, they produced 








OMby 5,900,437. 2c ccccccrecccece $27,783 
32,621,298 

Deduct permanent charge on Conso- 
ined FOS. « cvecdvercdiancenc + 24,631,938 
Remains actual surplus.........++. 7:959,367 





We refrain, at present, to take any no- 
tice of the other items in Lord Auckland's 
accounts, because they do not consist ‘of 
items of receipts, but of such as are the crea- 
tures of a fond imagination, and are merely 
intended to bolster up a defective statement, 
upon exactly the same principle that an 
American debtor places, upon the list of his 
property, lands, rivers, and trees, which have 
no existence, except it be in the moon,— 
The real surplus, therefore, of the revenue 
to January last (according to actual re- 
ceipts) applicable to national purposes, ap- 
pears to be .£7,9809,367, which when com- 
pared with the statements made by Mr. 
Addington in that celebrated speech *, 
which his modest assurance led him to pub- 
lish in a pamphlet, and which, according to 
the opinion of the wiseacres of the old op- 
position, gave him an eighteen years lease 
of the Treasury Bench, presents a very ‘con- 
siderable deficiency. readers will re- 
collect, that he calculated the produce of the 
revenue upon the average produce to Octo- 
ber last, and that he took the applicable sur- 
plus for the year 1803 as follows + : 

Dand and Malt.........ccscecesmns £25 
Surplus consolidated fund...., Precee aes 


Co rccrcccescccecsesccees 
Deduct actual receipts to Jan. last.. Sotoats 
Deficiency for 1803 ........ 2.0040 4,760,633 


For ‘the year 1804 we shall | find the 
Ceficiency still greater. In Mr. Adding- 
nt teint: 


* See Register, Vol. Li. p. 778. + Ibid. p. 780. 
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ton’s statements, respecting the revenue for 
that year, the modest man says, “ his opi« 
“ nion is not lightly formed, for that he has 
“ thought it his duty to investigate the 
“ grounds of it, with all the minuteness 
“and attention in his power,” and, the 


result of this minute investigation was thus 
stated : * 


Land and REGED sis cio de oF ew UN HS ck cs 2,750,000 
Surplus Consolidated Fund, ........ 9,845,000 
Lottery eesreeeeer ee sess aber ater eee . §00,000 


meee ee 
11,095,000 
71939,367 


—_—————_ 


3,105,633 


Deduct actual receipts to Jan. last .. 


Deficiency for 1804. @eeeeeeereeeeee 





ee a ee 


The produce of the taxes for the year to 
January last was the greatest ever known; 
and, we have heretofore given our reasons 
for believing, that there is no prospect’of its 
ever being exceeded in amount. At any 
rate, it is never fair to make a calculation of 
any future permanent produce upon the year 
of the greatest receipt alone, but upon an 
average of several years. We will, however, 
take, as the criterion, this greatest year of 
produce, and give Mr. Addington the ad- 
vantage of it; yet, even this greatest year 
falls short of his calculations, for the cur- 
rent year, £1,760,633 ; and, for the next 
year £3,105,633!—This statement it was, 
on which Mr. Addington had the modest as- 
surance to demand the ¢onfidence of the 
public, and his right to general popularity 
and support! And this is the minister, to 
whom the guardianship of the interests and 
honour of Great Britain is confided in 4 
crisis the most arduous ever experienced by 
any nation upon earth!——The items of 
Lord Auckland's statement, which we have 
excluded ‘from the credit side, are, first, 
£133,105, increase of bills. and_ balances, 
which ought not to have been included, be- 
cause it is an increase naturally derivable 
from an increase of revenue. 2d. £232,097 
beer duties postponed. This is a repetition 
of the species of financial legerdemain, .de- 
tected and exposed by us on a former oc- 
casion.¢ In taking the produce of reve- 
nue, the only rule to be safely followed ‘s 
that of actual receipt within the gear; for 
when once this practice is deviated tom, 
there is no end to litigation as to what stems 
should be accounted for in one , and 









what in another, 3d. ,461, increase 
of charge for bounties and drawbacks, 
which arise an increase of trade, and, 
as increase of - : increase of - 
venue, if you deduct the increase of draw- 
backs, you ought also to deduct Ry 
of the trade apd revenue seal 





# See Reg. Vol, II. p. 784. See Vol. Itt. p- 8 
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mer increase was produced. 4th. £142,711, 
increase of bonded sugars, which item might 
be allowed, if the consumption of stgar had 
decreased in the year to January last; but, 
as the consumption has increased, the in- 
crease of the bonds is attributable to an 
over importation alone, and not toa reduced 
consumption.——-=-The fact is, that Lord 
Auckland, though he may have very good 
intentions, does not understand finance, on 
which subject, if he wishes not to injure the 
credit of the country, we would, with all 
becoining humility, advise him, in future, to 
be perfectly silent. We refrain from those 
observations, which might be madé on his 
comparison of our present with our former 
resources; but, we do hope and'trast;‘that 
the House of Commons, ‘instead ‘of ‘giving 
the Richmond- Park Minister an “ eighteen 
years lease of the Treasury-Betich,” will insti- 
tute an enquiry into the matter. ‘The minister 
has laid before them an ‘estimate for two 
years, exceeding the résult ‘dedticible from 
the actual produce of the existing faxes by 
near five millions; and;-‘immediate ‘steps 
ought to be taken, either to ¢énfifm the 
solidity of this estimate, or to show “its fal- 
lacy, and thereby let the people ‘see what 
they really and truly have to expéct.—It 
has been, as our réaders can witness, our 
constant maxim, that, as to this pdint as 
well as every other, the people should be, at 
all times; fairly and fully informed of their si- 
tuation: we have uniformly reprobated all at- 
tempts to lead them blindfolded, to hide their 
danger from them, and to “ keep’up their 
spirits,” as itis called, by bluster or by de- 
ception; fot, it is*our sincere and well- 
weighed opinion, that such a system, which, 
by the by, the ministry are at this moment 
practising upon the Parliament and the Na- 
tion, must, if persevered in, end, at no very 
distant period, in utter dismay, confusion, 
and destruction. ‘When, on a former d¢ca- 
sion, we thought it, upon this ovr’ fixed 
principle, a duty incumbent on wus, to coti- 
trovert the minister's statements, there were 
a Wanting persons to accuse “ the Gren- 
vies’ of inconsistency, in representing’ the 
hevinty a8*being ‘nearly a bankrupt after 
ti ving asserted that. she wag able to ‘con- 

sue the war. In the first place we know 
not whether those noblemen and’ gentle- 


men, designated ‘by « the Grenvitles”” “ho- 


houred ‘our opinions with their Goncur- 
Theat aly, if they did, they “Bid ‘not 








‘Agree in Be Aha 
Pearly a benkropt, boca, bee “ ner | tae 
to no such conelt : ; 
the ‘tO agree ia this 









was, in fact, an everlasting war, it did net f 
follow that the same opinion would have 
applied to a war which might have been f , 
put an end to; and, Athly, if it had even 
necessarily followed, from the representa- 
tion attributed to them, that the war must ! 
have produced a national bankruptcy, still K | 
tley might, as we now do, maintain, that a i 
war which would have produced a national 
bankruptcy, was preferable to a peace 
which, if persevered in, will produce a ma- 
tional bankruptcy and subjugation into the 
bargain.—On the occasion, to which we 
allude, and in which our sentiments were 
thus grossly and basely misrepresented, we ‘1 
cautioned the patriots of ‘Change Alley not hs 
to rely on the minister's word; and, are i 
they not already sorry that they did not fol- 
low our advice? The minister, too, we cau- 
tioned against the effects of his magnified i 
and vapouring statement. We advised him 
to restrain his propensity to pompous dis- 
play. We asked, in speaking of the safe 
politicians, “‘ are they quite sure that it 
‘‘ was prudent to indulge (on the subject of ie 
« the increase of their resources) in their oe 
“* proud exultation, and to ‘ bope their state- 
“« ments would be published in France?’ Are t 
“ they quite sure, that they shall not bave 
“ cause to repent of their shop-keeper-like 1% 
« wit, their purse-proud exultation? The | 
“ coward,” we added, “ never should cry y 
* roast-meat. The goose with the golden we 
‘© eggs should steal silently from her nest *.” 1H 
—On the subject of the last flaming budget, 
we said: “ Mr. Addington may be well 
« assured, that the statement which has ie 
“ charmed the patriots of ‘Change Alley, ant 
«« will make a good deal of mauvat« sang at 1 
“ St. Clond+.” Accordingly, we see, that ng 
the French official gazette-bas resented the i 
boastings of which we cormplained ; and, it | 
is by no means improbable, that the mere ays 
indulgence of the vanity and pomposity of 
this man may, at bottom, be. the principal 
cause of that panic and that expense, which 
have now.come upon us, and which will, 
as the least ible evil, produce a consi- 
derable and Tectia dppendiitiee in the na~ pen 
tional credit..... Unceriainty is the bane .of- thd 
credit, and that this feeling now prevails,°te ” 
a degree ‘never before ‘experienced in. 


‘country, will be denied by no one, who has: a 


not.some- sinister motive for lulling the 
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confidence left in his mind: the dealing in 
that species of property is fast becoming a 
mere game at hazard, the pregnant source 
of disappointment, mortification, ruin, beg 
gary, disaffection, disloyalty, and sedition. 
* There is a gulph, where thousands fell, 
“ Here all the bold adventurers came, 


*“ A narrow sound, though deep as hell ; 
* 'CHanoeeArtty is the dreadful name. 


“ Nine times a day it ebbs and flows ; 
“ Yet he that on the surtace lies, 
** Withont a pilot seldom knows 
** The time it falls, or when ‘twill rise. 


** Now bury’d in the depth below, 

** Now mounted up to heaven again, 

They reel and stagger to and fro, 

“ At their wits end, like drunken men *,” 

Dreadful as is this picture, it will soon be 
verified in every part, unless.prevented by 
war, by another war, e.wecessful war against 
France, which, we repeat it again and again, 
is the only possible means of recovering 
that military and political confidence, with 
which pecuniary confidence is inseparably 
connected. 

Army anp Navy.—The ability of wa- 
ging this war we have, though in a degree 
greatly diminished since the peace. Besides 
the strong places which we have given up, 
and that to France, too, we have sent adrift 
a numerous and well-disciplined militia, for 
the express purpose, it would appear (for 
there is no other that can be imagined) of 
taking, in their stead, as many as we can 
get together, of raw and undisciplined men, 
to the disturbance, distress, and misery of 
private families, as well as to the great in- 
Jury of agriculture and manufactures, This 
is so evident, that, in any other time, we 
should think an explanation of our mean- 
3ng upnecessary; but, the reproach of dis- 
heartening the people, which the “ safe 
politicians” pour out. on every one, who at- 
tempts to show the evil consequence of their 
apoenece and selfishness, induces us to say, 

t it is not the calling out of the militia, 
which we represent as a hardsbip ; it is not 
what the people ought to bear of which we 
complain, bat we complain, and we have a 
right to complain, of every thing which 
they and which the service suffer merely 
froma the blindness or the iperverseness of 
those who hold the reins of government, 
aad who assumed those reins upon the con- 
dition of responsibility. Twenty. thousand 







_ Med are instantly wanted for foreign ser- 
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men could have been spared, if our militia 
had not been disembodied. Now we can- 
not spare a man, to say nothing of our want 
of more than we have for the defence of 
our home dominions, especially in Ireland, 
where there does not yet even exist a law for 
raising a militia.-As to the fleet, the im- 
provident and disorganizing measures of 
the ‘ safe politicians” are still more fatally 
manifest. The minister assured the Parlia- 
ment, that fifty ships of the line could be 
got ready for seain a month! Six, at the 
utmost, is all that could, in any. possible 
emergency, at this moment, go out of har- 
bour! And, of the 50,000 seamen, voted in 
November, not one half are yet raised, to 
say nothing of the 10,000, voted the other 
day, and who will never, we fear, have an 
existence, in his Majesty's service, except 
upon paper, * The “* safe politicians” have, 
in no inconsiderable degree, annihilated 
the materials, of which this glorious navy 
was composed. We last week stated, 
that seven thousand of our seamen had 
gone into the service of France, but, from 
accounts which. we have since received, 
we are much afraid, that they amount to 
double that number, ‘The naval artizans are 
now sought after and caressed by the Ad- 
miralty, by that same Admiralty, whose 
haughty and insolent satellites spurned them 
from their presence, and who sent them to 
beg or to starve. Some of the people who 
received this brutal treatment, have been 
regained, and they are hurried down to the 
distant Dock-Yards by the coach; but, great 
numbers of them have gone to France, 
where they are now employed, preparing 
the future means of their country’s destruc: 
tion, . While men like these have the ™- 
nagement of public affairs, what hope ¢49 
be entertained by any reasonable man !—Io 
spite, however, of all these disadvantages, 4 
war, in proper hands, if instantly bege®, 
upon a good system, and having a determ' 
nate object, might be waged against France 
with success. ‘There is yet a sufficiency © 
means, but there wants the soul and the (3 
lents to call them forth, to put them 10 mo- 
tion, and to direct them fo their prope’ 
ends. We have heard, indeed, and we bav° 
heard it with inexpressible satisfaction, 
that the first Lord of the Admiralty wf 
‘* his two Phoca” are about to be pamper" 





Sins eeneuaenannn ae, ese : 

.* For a.contrast to the conduct of the pres? 
Board of Admiralty, we beg leave to refer 00! 
readers to P. 3096 where they will see se the 
tions the naval department was ¢ oe 53086 
commencement of the Jast war.’ ‘differ 
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but, if they are to be replaced by other 
6 safe politicians,” the public will gain but 
little by the change, Something, however, 
it must gain; for, it is absolutely impossi~ 
ble, that three other such Naval Lords should 
be found in any part of the ship, from the 
poop to the bowsprit. 
Wak or PEACE ?—This is the question 
now, as it was in October last, and we will 
still answer peace, if the present miistry 
exist. They know the country would not 
trust them with a war: it would deserve to 
be burnt up if it did; and, they are re- 
solved to keep their places to the latest ma- 
ment that they can hang on, with any 
chance of safety to themselves, They have 
put up with injury upon injury; insult upon 
insult, ignominy upon ignominy, till they 
have made their country a by-word anda 
reproach amongst the nations; and, our 
readers may be well assured, that they did 
not make the present shew of resistance, 
upen any other consideration than that of 
their own safety. \They must long have 
known the intentions of Buonaparté; they 
would have made any further sacrifices to 
pacify him; but, they, at last, were per- 
suaded that he was actually about to make 
an attack, and then they became alarmed 
for themselves, fearing, that, if his Majesty 
should awake some morning and find him- 
self no longer the sovereign of Ireland, mi- 
histerial responsibility might become some- 
thing more than a mere pompous sound. It is 
possible, therefore, that their fears may have 
magnified the danger of invasion. When a 
coward turns his head towards his enemy, 
be always either shuts his eyes or sees 
double; two most admirable properties in a 
statesman, for the former of which we have 
already paid most dearly, and we are now, 
Perhaps, to suffer for the latter. 
—As to the object of the negotiation, or 
preienced negotiation, it is impossible for 
_ ~ say precisely what it is; but this we 
patos bd that, if it be any remnant of 
portance o Amiens, it is of far less im- 
tei: es lany of the sacrifices al- 
ale, Page compieted by that treaty. 
than ] conan of nfinitely less importance 
snd wile and the ministers are ready 
bor ihe ee suffer the French to depart 
Nos e, wala and Egynt is settled! 
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about nothing but our own domestic, nay, 
almost, our fersonal safety. We were for- 
merly sensible to the slightest blow in the 
limbs, and even in the extremities of the 
empire; but, having been kicked and 
bruised, having become “ a most vile and 
“ beaten thing,’? we seem to have no wish 
remaining but that of preserving our lives. 
We have seen it stated, and.in print too, 
that Buonaparté yielded in the affair of the 
indemnities and of Swrzerland; and, if that 
really was yielding, we are fully persuaded 
he will yield now. Reculer jour micux sauter 
is, too, an art which the Corsican perfectly 
understands. The tiger,’ said Mr. 
Pickering to the Americans, * always 
‘6 crouches before he leaps upon his prey ;” 
and, we beg our readers to be assured, 
that if Buonaparté draws back at present 
so far as to furnish the “ safe politicians” 
with a plausible pretext for keeping their 
places a little longer, he will, at no great 
distance of time, fall upon this country 
with a force which she will not be able to 
resist.—The Moniteur, copies of which we 
have received to the 1¢th instant, seems 
also to strengthen the opinion we have 
formed on this subject. It contains the 
King’s message, without any remark upon 
it; and this state paper, which operated 
like a thunder-stroke on the funds of this 
country, had, when the last advices came 
away, produced, as will be seen by oug 
stock-table, very little depression in those 
of France. The cause of this, however, 
we cannot, without more information, fully 
ascertain. 

Tue Mecuanicart Minystry.—But, 
besides many other forcible reasons for 
Buonaparté’s patching up the present dis- 
pute, there is one, which alone, we think, 
must decide him so fo do; and that is, he 
must know, that the present ministry 
would, in case of actual war, be instantly 
driven out of place, and he must alse 
know, that, ifthe whole British dominions, 
in every quarter of the world, were rane 
sacked, another sef of men, of whatever 
country or colour, could not be found sa 
exactly fitted to the purpose of maintain- 
ing with him “ te relations of peace and 
“s of amity.” ‘Negroes would haye mute 
nied fifty times under the treatment, which 
they have patiently and silently received at 
his hands. If ‘war, or any other caus 
should ever bring their precious diplomatic 
transactions to the light, the people of this 
country, if they have any sense or feeli 
left, will die with shame at having been 
governed by such men. Lord 5 to 
whom the nation is indebted for the first 
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warning it received, respecting the dangers 
te be apprehended from these “ sew and 
‘+ emtried ministers,”’ has lately most happily 
described them as being a machine, formed 
by Mr. Pitt. ‘ J will not,” said his lord- 
ship, “call them an infernal machine, but I 
* will say, that they have proved infinitely 
“ more destructive to their country, than 
* that machine was to the buildings and 
* the people of Paris.’’ Shamefully, in- 
deed, was the nation insulied in the con- 
struction of this machine, which 1s hardly 
worthy the hand of even a journeyman 
politician. One of the wheels was soon 
taken out and replaced by another. What 
further repairs will take place, what fur- 
ther mending and patching, what further 
nails, and pegs, aad bolt, and cleets, and 
braces will be used to hold together this 
$eeble and rickety frame, it would be pre- 
sumption in us to predict; but, the public 
must, by this time, be well convinced, that, 
unless it be knocked to pieces, in a very 
short time, it will work the complete de 
struction of the British monarchy,—The 
Corsican is said to have grossly insulted 
Lord Whitworth. We deeply lament that 
our Sovereign should be exposed to insult, 
in the person of his representative; but, 
what else was to be expected, when the 
tame and degrading conduct of the mi- 
nisters was taken into consideration? It is 
to their pusillanimity, their propensity to 
crouch at his feet, that weare to attribute 
the insolence of Buonaparté! “ He were 
“no wolf, but that he finds them to be 
* sheep.” As Lord Temple observed, 
© they attract danger and disgrace, as con- 
-® ductors attract lightning; as blunt con- 
** ductors, which attract most strongly, and 
“‘ spread the mischief most widely.’’* 
They are always ima state of uncertainty : 
not one of them can even guess, now at 
this moment, whether we shall have war, 
or not: their councils are full of doubt and 
‘of indecision: they are continually balanc- 
my aig: the fear of losing their places 
and that of incurring the responsibility at- 
tached to those places : 
: agaase Whate’er their doubtful hands 
confusion straight appears behind, 
all their work. Through many a 
pee} cee 
‘d, and leave the entangled scene 
With. ........."f 
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The Dey of Algiers has, it would seem, fallen 
out with his brother of Paris, whether Upon points 
of faith or of morality we know not, but two 
French frigates have been sent to protect the ships 
of that nation against the cofsaits of the Dey. 
It is stated that, by the consent of the Emperor 
of Russia, the Bavarian /angue is suppressed, in the 
Order of Malta. What, then, becomes of our trea- 
ty ’—Intelligence from Constantinople states, thar 
the suite of General Brune consists of sixty per- 
sons, who, like the commercial agents here, are 
destined for different parts of the Turkish em- 
pire.——The French expedition. to the East In- 
dies sailed from Brest on the 6th instant. Lino 
is the Vice-Admiral commanding the ships, and 
Decaen the Captain-General. The squadron 
consisted of 1 ship of the line and 3 trigates. 
Transport-vessels were to join them from Bour- 
deaux and L’Orient. The number of troops is 
not stated in the French papers; but, we have 
good authority to state, that they are upwards of 
seven thousand 1 number, and are to fowch at 
that “ free-port,” the Cape of Good Hope, where 
we strongly suspect they will never sufler an Er- 
giish ship to touch again. But, this sailing of 
expeditions from France can be no cause of um- 
brage toour ministers. Those “ safe politicians,” 
on the contrary, must, according to the words of 
the message, regard such expeditions as a ground 
for putting a stop to. our warlike preparation: 
So that, if the enraged Buonaparté, will best 
leave us in the quict possession of this “ nice 
little tight little. Island,” he may ravage all the 
world besides; for, as to colonies, Dr. Becke has 


| Clearly proved, that the trade between Manchester 


and London is of much more quick return as well 
as more safe and more profitable, than the trade be- 
tween London and Jamaica! !!!!! And this, this 1s 
one of the men, whose opinions are the guide ot 
the British minister !—From Petersburg it 1s 10- 
timated, tlrat Buonaparté has consented to cer 
tain propositions, which the Emperor had made 
relative to Malta and to a provision for the king 
of Sardinia. Should this be so, here is an addr- 
tional reason for believing that our dispute with 
France will be patched. up 5 because we well know) 
that the concessions, which the Emperor required 
from the Consul, formed one of the grounds, 00 
which the “ safe politicians” built their hopes of 
success from the present shew of vigour. As’ [ 
Malta, too, the fate of that island seems to have 
been taken entirely cut of ovr hands. The Emperor 
of Russia is the arbiter. What he consents (@ 
we cannot, without war, refuse to sanction. 





We pericelenty call the attention.of our read- 
ers to the article in our present Npmber “ On Lor 
St. Vineent and the Navy.” From its extreme lengt 
we were under the necessity of printing it im 4 
smaller character than usual, which, we trust, 
author will kindly excuse. 
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